[Erythrocyte aggregation and its repercussions on conjunctival microcirculation in man. Morphometric study and biological correlates].
This study, involving the application of morphometric techniques to the conjunctival capillary bed in man, revealed a rarefaction of functional capillary density in patients with arteriolar sludge. Overall, in the population sample studied, capillary density and the degree of erythrocyte aggregation were correlated to erythrocyte sedimentation rate, despite the existence of discordant cases. These discordances were partially reduced by taking the hematocrit into account. Furthermore, multifactorial analysis of these parameters showed that hematocrit had an inhibitory action on erythrocyte aggregation which was more marked in vitro than in the microcirculation in vivo. By contrast, in vivo aggregation was more influenced by serum albumin levels. In both cases fibrinogen appeared to be the most significant pro-aggregant factor.